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ABOUT ACE

The Australian Coalition
for Equality is a network
of national human rights
activists whose aim is to
achieve equality for
Australia’s gay, lesbian,
bisexual, trans* and intersex
community.

Founded two years ago, ACE
has been working towards these
goals by continuing to lobby
politicians and speak out in the
media about issues of inequality
faced by GLBTI people.

This election year, ACE has

surveyed the major parties to
find out their positions on
various GLBTI issues.

As a result, ACE has produced
this election voter guide to
assist people in making an
informed voting decision.

We hope you find this guide
useful in aiding you in voting for
equality in the coming Federal
election on 24 November 2007.

More information about ACE
can be found at our website:

coalitionforequality.org.au

POLITICAL
AUTHORISATION

This voter guide is written
and authorised by R

Swift, 46/8 Kathleen Avenue,
Maylands WA 6051 for the
Australian Coalition For
Equality Inc., PO Box 666, Mt
Lawley WA 6929.

The guide was published by the
Australian Coalition for Equality
Inc. via various websites
including:

movingforward.org.au

coalitionforequality.org.au
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ABOUT THIS

ACE has prepared this
guide to assist GLBTI
people, their friends and

family to vote for equality in
the 2007 Federal election.

This Senate voting mini-guide is
designed to help voters
understand how their vote will
be distributed if they vote above
the line for a particular party in
the Senate election.

When you vote by placing a [1]

TwO VOTES,

This Federal election you
will be casting two votes

in two different elections.

The first election will be for the
Senate. The Senate consists of
76 members, consisting of 12
members from each state, and 2
members from each territory

The 2007 Senate election is a
half-Senate election. This
means the vote being held is to
elect 6 Senators in each state,
and 2 Senators in each territory.

To be elected, a candidate must
poll 1/7th plus one vote in a

WHY YOUR VOTE

How much parties

earned from 2004:

Australian Labor Party —
$16,710,043.43

Liberal Party —
$17,956,326.48

National Party —
$2,966,531.27

Australian Greens —
$3,316,702.48

Family First —
$158,451.04

Australian Democrats —
$8,491.26

GUIDE

above the line on a Senate
ballot paper, the party you are
voting for determines how your
vote is distributed.

That's why we're recommending
you vote below the line and
number every box on the
Senate ballot paper.

If you do want to vote above
the line, we hope that this guide
helps you in voting GLBTI-
friendly on 24 November 2007.

“... we're
recommending
you vote below

the line and
number every box
on the Senate

ballot paper”

T™W0O ELECTIONS

state ballot, or 1/3rd plus one
vote in a territory ballot.

The second election is to elect
the 150 members to the House
of Representatives.

Each state and territory is split
into geographic electorates.
Each electorate’s voters elect
one House of Representatives
member. The elected candidate
requires a majority of more than
50% of the votes to be elected.

In both the Senate and House of
Representatives elections, votes
are cast using a preferential

Did you know your vote
on November 24 is
worth dollars to the political
parties — about $4.20?

Sometimes people feel their
vote is worthless at election
time, or that casting a vote for a
party that is not likely to win is a
wasted vote.

But this is far from the truth.
Your two votes — for the House
of Representatives and for the
Senate — are each worth $2.10
to the candidate you give your

system of voting.

This means that even if your
preferred candidate is not
elected, your vote passes to
your next preferred candidate.

This occurs for all votes until all
Senators and each House of
Representatives member is
elected.

Examples of how elections are
counted are available through
the Australian Electoral
Commission’s website at:

www.aec.gov.au

IS VALUABLE

first preference vote.

Candidates receive this electoral
funding after the election if they
get more than 4% of the first
preference votes in an election.

In 2004, this funding earned the
major political parties quite
substantial amounts.

When you consider your vote,
consider which candidates
deserves your support — and
the election funding that comes
from your giving them your
vote.
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THE QUESTIONS WE ASKED

The Australian Coalition
for Equality asked all the
major parties contesting the
2007 federal election for
their response to the
following issues affecting
lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and intersex
Australians.

We asked them a series of
questions about their attitudes

Australia’s GLBTI population.

Full copies of the questions and
responses are available at our
website at:

movingforward.org.au

The website contains links to the
responses from major and
minor parties alike.

To aid voters, we have compiled
a table of the results for the
major parties. This table is set

out below on this page.

Where a party has indicated full
support, they have received a
‘yes’; non-support has received
a 'no’. If a party partially
supports an issue, or has failed
to give details, then they have
received a dual-shaded box.

Some parties chose to not to
respond, and we have used their
previous public statements on
GLBTI issues in the results table.

towards areas of concern for

HOW WE RATED THEM

Liberal-
National

Australian
Democrats

Australian
Greens

Question

Supports federal sexuality and gender

identity anti-discrimination laws? Y Yes Y Yes * No * No
— without exemptions for
religious organisations? v Yes v Yes = NO = NO = NO
— with a prohibition on
incitement to hatred? v Yes v Yes x NO x NO
Supports marriage equality? v Yes v Yes x No x No x No
Supports civil unions for same-sex
couples? v Yes v Yes x No x No x No
Supprts relationship registries for same- VY VY VY x N x N
sex couples? es es es o o
Supports recognition of same-sex couples
as de facto partners? v Yes v Yes v Yes * No * No
Supports recognition of same-sex couples
as interdependent persons? v Yes v Yes * No
Supports parenting reformss? v Yes v Yes v Yes x No x No
— opposes a ban on adoptions from
overseas by same-sex couples? v Yes v Yes v Yes % No % No
Will recognise gender identity of trans*
and inter* people in official documents? v Yes v Yes % No % No
Will establish formal liaisons between Fed
Govt agencies and GLBTI community? v Yes v Yes * No * No
Will protest against GLBTI human rights
abuses overseas? v Yes v Yes v Yes * No
Supports anti-discrim., anti-violence, anti-
suicide and pro-GLBTI school programs? v Yes v Yes v Yes * No
Commitment to include GLBTIs in national v Yes v Yes x No x No

life, history, institutions and future?
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NEW SOUTH WALES

Group vote

Liberal-National

Citizens Electoral
Council

Family First

Pauline

Climate Change
Coalition (CCC)

Socialist Alliance

Australian
Greens

What Women
Want

LDP (Liberty and
Democracy)

NSW Group J
(Secular Party)

Hear Our Voice

Senator On-Line

Australian
Democrats

Conservatives for
Climate & Envir.

Democratic Labor
Party (DLP)

NSW Group P

Fishing Party

Christian
Democratic Party

One Nation

Non-Custodial
Parents Party

Shooters, Fishing
and Lifestyle

NSW Group V

Labor

Socialist Equity
Party

Carers Alliance

Preference flow description

Christian Dems, Family First

Libs-Nats, Aust Dems, Christian Dems

Various parties, Hanson, Christian Dems

One Nation, various parties, lead
Christian Dems candidate

Aust Dems, Women, Fishing, Carers,
Greens, Online, Socialist Alliance

Greens, Women, Hear Our Voice

CCC, Women, Socialist Alliance, Aust
Demes, various parties, Labor

Greens, Socialist Alliance, Aust Dems

Various parties, Family First, Senator
Online, Hanson

Fishing, LDP, Aust Dems, various parties
then Greens

First candidate in various parties, Aust
Dems, CEC, Family First

Various parties, Aust Dems, Greens,
Labor

Various parties, Greens, eventually Labor
before Lib-Nats

Various parties, Family First

Christian Dems, Family First

Various parties, then Aust Dems, Greens

Various parties, lead Family First
candidate, Liberal-Nationals

Family First, various parties, Liberal-
Nationals

Hanson, Fishing, Carers, Christian Dems

Hanson, Carers, Fishing, Family First,
One Nation, Christian Dems

Christian Dems, Pauline, One Nation,
Family First, Lib-Nats

Lib-Nats, One Nation, Shooters, Carers

Greens, various parties, Aust Dems

Three split tickets resulting in donkey
vote distributions at random

Various parties, Aust Dems, Labor

Vote above
the line?

x No

x No
x No
v Yes
v Yes
v Yes
v Yes
x No
v Yes
x No
v Yes
v Yes
x No
x No
v Yes
x No
x No
x No
x No
x No
x No
v Yes
x No

v Yes

ANALYSIS:

The NSW Senate
ballot ballot
consists of 25 different

groups and 79
candidates.

We recommend voters
considering voting
below the line if they
wish to vote for any
party listed in red. This
will allow them to direct
their vote away from
parties which are against
GLBTI equality.

Fred Nile's Christian
Democratic Party was
founded in NSW and its
strongest support base is
in NSW.

If you'd like to look at all
the preferences, you can
download all the Senate
Group Voting Tickets from
the AEC at:

www.aec.gov.au
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VICTORIA

Group vote

Climate Change
Coalition (CCC)

One Nation

Australian
Democrats

What Women
Want

Senator On-Line
Labor
Shooters Party
Liberal-National

VIC Group I

Socialist Equity
Party

Family First
LDP (Liberty and

Democracy)

Conservatives for
Climate & Envir.

Democratic Labor
Party (DLP)

Christian
Democratic Party

VIC Group P
(Secular Party)

Citizens Electoral
Council

Non-Custodial
Parents Party

Socialist Alliance

VIC Group T

Australian
Greens

VIC Group V

Carers Aliance

Preference flow description

Lead candidates from the Democrats,

Labor, Greens, Family First, Lib-Nats
Family First, DLP, Christian Dems

Various parties, Greens, then a split
ticket of half Labor, half Lib-Nats

Greens, Aust Dems, Labor

Various parties, Democrats, Labor,
Greens

Greens, various parties, Democrats

Labor, Christian Dems, Family First, One

Nation, DLP
Family First, DLP, Christian Dems

Greens, various parties, Aust Dems,
Carers, Labor

Three split tickets resulting in donkey

vote distributions at random

Christian Dems, LDP, DLP, various
parties, One Nation

One Nation, Family First, Lib-Nats

Various parties, Family First, Aust Dems

Christian Dems, DLP

Christian Dems, Family First

DLP, Family First, Carers, Lib-Nats

Various parties, then Aust Dems, Greens

Lib-Nats, Carers, One Nation, Shooters,

DLP, Christian Dems

Carers, One Nation, Christian Dems,
Family First

Greens, Socialist Equity, Labor, Aust
Dems, Carers

DLP, Lib-Nats, various parties, One
Nation, Family First

Dems, Carers, various parties, Labor

Greens, Aust Dems, Carers, Labor

Various parties, Democrats, Greens,
Family First, Libs-Nats

Vote above
the line?

x No
x No
v Yes
v Yes
v Yes
v Yes
x No
x No
v Yes
x No
x No
x No
x No
x No
x No
v Yes
x No
x No
v Yes
x No
v Yes
v Yes

x No

ANALYSIS:

The Victorian Senate
ballot consists of 23
different groups and 68
candidates.

We recommend voters
considering voting
below the line if they
wish to vote for any
party listed in red. This
will allow them to direct
their vote away from
parties which are against
GLBTI equality.

During the last Senate
election, a good
preference flow to Family
First resulted in the
election of Senator Steve
Fielding.

If you'd like to look at all
the preferences, you can
download all the Senate
Group Voting Tickets from
the AEC at:

www.aec.gov.au
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JUEENSLAND

Group vote

Preference flow description

What Women Greens, Aust Dems, Socialist Alliance,
Want Labor
LDP (Liberty and Fishing, Shooters, One Nation WA,
Democracy) various parties, DLP

Aust Dems, Greens, Pauline, Labor,
Family First

Climate Change
Coalition (CCC)
Carers Alliance Greens, Pauline, Family First

; Various parties, Aust Dems, Labor,
Senator On-Line Greens, Lib-Nats

Socialist Alliance Greens, Women, Labor, Aust Dems

Nationals Leader Ron Boswell, Lib-Nats,

Fishing Party Christian Democrats, Family First

Various parties, Christian Dems, One

Family First Nation WA, DLP
Australian Various parties, Greens, eventually Labor
Democrats before Lib-Nats

Liberal-National Family First, various parties, Christian
Dems, DLP

QLD Group K Greens, Lib-Nats, Labor, DLP

Shooters Party Pauline, Christian Dems, Family First

A li . .
ustralian Various parties, Aust Dems, Labor
Greens
Split tickets to either Aust Dems or
SRl Greens, then various parties, Lib-Nats
Labor Greens, Aust Dems
Fishing and Family First, National Party candidates
Lifestyle (not Liberals), Pauline

Family First, CEC, various parties,

LA Christian Dems

One Nation WA, various parties,

Pauline Christian Dems, CEC, Family First

Libs-Nats, Aust Dems, Christian Dems,
One Nation WA, Pauline

Citizens Electoral
Council

Christian

B Nationals then Liberals, DLP, Family First

Non-Custodial
Parents Party

Hanson, Carers, Family First, One Nation
WA, Christian Dems

Democratic Labor

Party (DLP) Christian Dems, Lib-Nats, Family First

QLD Group W
(Secular Party)

Various parties, then Greens, CEC, DLP,
Aus Dems, Labor

QLD Group X Family First, Pauline, Christian Dems

Vote above
the line?

v Yes
x No
x No
x No
v Yes
v Yes
x No
x No
v Yes
x No
x No
x No
v Yes

v Yes

v Yes

x No

x No

x No

x No

x No

x No

x No

v Yes

x No

ANALYSIS:

The Queensland
Senate ballot
consists of 24 different

groups and 65
candidates.

We recommend voters
considering voting
below the line if they
wish to vote for any
party listed in red. This
will allow them to direct
their vote away from
parties which are against
GLBTI equality.

The vote for the Coalition
in Qld, supported by
parties like One Nation,
have resulted in the past
in electing four Senators.

Pauline Hanson returns to
the Senate race, directly
competing against
candidates endorsed by
One Nation.

If you'd like to look at all
the preferences, you can
download all the Senate
Group Voting Tickets from
the AEC at:

www.aec.gov.au



WWW.MOVINGFORWARD.ORG.AU

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Group vote

The Nationals

Citizens Electoral
Council

Christian

Democratic Party

Non-Custodial
Parents Party

Democratic Labor

Party (DLP)
Liberal

Australian
Democrats

One Nation WA

Family First

Senator On-Line

Carers Alliance

Labor

WA Group M

Climate Change
Coalition (CCC)

Socialist Alliance

WA Group P
WA Group Q
(Secular Party)

What Women
Want

Conservatives for

Climate & Envir.

LDP (Liberty and
Democracy)

The Greens

Preference flow description

Top two Liberal candidates, Christian
Democrats, remaining Liberals, Greens

Liberal, Group M, Christian Dems, One
Nation WA

Group M, Carers, DLP, CEC, Family First,
One Nation WA

Family First, One Nation WA, Christian
Dems, Aust Dems

Christian Dems, Family First, Liberal,
Nationals, Group M, One Nation

Nationals, Christian Dems, Family First

Group M, Greens, then split ticket to half
each to Labor or Nats-Libs

CEC, Group M, Family First, Christian
Dems

Group M, LDP, various parties, DLP,
Christian Dems, One Nation WA

Various parties, Aust Dems, Greens,
Labor

Aust Dems, Christian Dems, One Nation

Greens, Aust Dems

Christian Dems, One Nation WA, CEC,
Aust Dems, Family First

Aust Dems, Family First, Carers, Group
M, Christian Dems
Group M, Greens, Women, Labor, Liberal
Christian Dems, Group M, One Nation,
CEC, Family First, DLP, Nationals, Liberals

Aust Dems, Greens, various parties,
Group M, Labor

Group M, Greens, Socialist Alliance,
Labor, Aust Dems

Various parties, Aust Dems, Family First,
Christian Dems

Group M, various parties, Family First,
One Nation

Women, Socialist Alliance, Group M,
various parties, Aust Dems, Labor

Vote above

the line?
x No
x No
x No
x No
x No

x No

x No

See Group M note!

x No
x No
v Yes
x No
v Yes
x No
x No

x No

See Group M note!

x No

v Yes

x No

See Group M note!
x No
x No

x No

See Group M note!

ANALYSIS:

The Western
Australian Senate

ballot consists of 21
different groups and 54
candidates.

Important — Group M:

A number of progressive
parties have preferenced
Group M candidates Eric
Wynne and Kevin
Fitzgerald after
mistakenly assuming
these candidates were
progressive.

Therefore we
recommend voters
considering voting
below the line to direct
their vote away from
parties which are against
GLBTI equality like
Group M.

If you'd like to look at all
the preferences, you can
download all the Senate
Group Voting Tickets from
the AEC at:

www.aec.gov.au
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Group vote

Preference flow description

Family First, LDP, Nationals, DLP, CEC,

One Nation Liberals, Christian Dems

SA Group B
(Secular Party)

Xenophon Group S, Aust Dems, Greens,
Socialist Alliance, various parties, Labor

Christian

. Nationals, One Nation, Family First
Democratic Party ! ! Wy

Fishing and
Lifestyle Party

Family First, Shooters, LDP, One Nation,
Nationals, Liberals

One Nation, Christian Dems, Family First,

Shooters Party Nationals, DLP, Liberals

Australian Various parties, Aust Dems, Xenophon
Greens Group S, Socialist Alliance, Labor
National Party  Family First, Liberals, Xenophon Group S

Democratic Labor Liberals, Labor, Christian Dems, Family

Party (DLP) First, Nationals, Xenophon Group S
Liberal Family First, Nationals, Christian Dems,
Xenophon Group S, Aust Dems
What Women Greens, Aust Dems, Socialist Alliance,
Want Labor
Labor Greens, Aust Dems, Xenophon Group S,

Family First, DLP

Greens, Aust Dems, Women, Socialists,
Xenophon, Labor

Climate Change
Coalition (CCC)

Citizens Electoral Liberal, Nationals, Aust Dems, Christian
Council Dems, One Nation

Various parties, Aust Dems, Labor,

Senator On-Line .
Greens, Liberals

Greens, Labor, Aust Dems, Xenophon

Socialist Alliance Group S, Liberals

Australian Various parties, Greens, then a split
Democrats ticket with half to Labor, half to Liberals
Family First Nationals, One Nation, DLP, Christian
y Dems, Xenophon Group S, Liberals
LDP (Liberty and One Nation, Liberal, National, Greens,
Democracy) Aust Dems, Christian Dems, Family First
SA Group S Split ticket with half preferences going

to Greens, half to Family First

Vote above
the line?

x No
v Yes
x No
x No
x No
v Yes
x No
x No
x No
v Yes
v Yes
v Yes
x No
v Yes
v Yes
v Yes
x No
x No

x No

ANALYSIS:

The South Australian
Senate ballot ballot
consists of 19 different

groups and 46
candidates.

We recommend voters
considering voting
below the line if they
wish to vote for any
party listed in red. This
will allow them to direct
their vote away from
parties which are against
GLBTI equality.

South Australia is the
home to the Family First
Party and to No Pokies
MP Nick Xenophon. Each
of these two candidate
groups could feature
strongly in the result.

If you'd like to look at all
the preferences, you can
download all the Senate
Group Voting Tickets from
the AEC at:

www.aec.gov.au
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TASMANIA

Group vote

What Women
Want

Australian
Greens

TAS Group C

Labor

Democratic Labor
Party (DLP)

Liberal

TAS Group G

TAS Group H
(Secular Party)

LDP (Liberty and
Democracy)

Citizens Electoral
Council

Family First

Preference flow description

Greens, Labor, DLP

Women, LDP, Labor, DLP

Women, Family First, LDP, DLP, CEC,
Greens, Liberal

Greens, LDP, Women, DLP

Family First, Labor candidate 3, Liberal
candidate 3, Liberals, Labor

Family First, DLP, LDP, CEC, Greens

Greens, Labor, Women, CEC, LDP, DLP

Greens, LDP, Women, then a split ticket

with half to Labor, half to Liberal

Women, DLP, Family First

Liberal, Women, DLP, LDP, Family First

DLP, LDP, Liberal, Labor, CEC

Vote above
the line?

v Yes
v Yes
x No
v Yes
x No
x No
v Yes
v Yes
x No
x No

x No

ANALYSIS:

The Tasmanian
Senate ballot ballot
consists of 11 different

groups and 28
candidates.

We recommend voters
considering voting
below the line if they
wish to vote for any
party listed in red. This
will allow them to direct
their vote away from
parties which are against
GLBTI equality.

The Greens are expected
to poll well with Greens
Leader Bob Brown seeking
re-election.

The Greens in Tasmania
have been smeared by the
Exclusive Brethren in prior
elections, often with secret
Brethren campaigning on
GLBTI issues.

The Tasmanian Gay and
Lesbian Rights Group has
been working hard in the
state to ensure candidates
sign a pledge to not use
anti-gay politics in the
campaign.

If you'd like to look at all
the preferences, you can
download all the Senate
Group Voting Tickets from
the AEC at:

www.aec.gov.au

1
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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

Group vote

Labor

Australian
Democrats

Australian
Greens

Nuclear
Disarmament

LDP (Liberty and
Democracy)

Liberal

What Women
Want

Climate Change
Coalition (CCC)

Preference flow description

Greens, Aust Dems, Women, Nuclear
Disarm

Greens, various parties, then split ticket
with half to Labor, half to Liberal

Women, CCC, Aust Dems, Nuclear
Disarm, Labor

Greens, CCC, Aust Dems, Women, LDP,
Labor

CCC, Women, Nuclear Disarm, Aust
Dems, Liberal candidate 2, Labor
candidate 2, Greens candidate 2, Liberal
candidate 1, Labor candidate 1

LDP, CCC, Aust Dems, Women, Nuclear
Disarm, Greens

Greens, Nuclear Disarm, Aust Dems,
CCC, Labor

Greens, Aust Dems, Nuclear Disarm,
Labor, LDP, Women

Vote above
the line?

v Yes
v" Yes
v Yes

v Yes

x No

x No
v Yes

v Yes

NORTHERN TERRITORY

Group vote

Citizens Electoral
Council

Labor

Australian
Democrats

Country Liberal
Party

Australian
Greens

Preference flow description

Country Libs, Aust Dems, Labor

Greens, Aust Dems, Country Libs

Greens, then split ticket with half to
Labor, half to Country Libs

CEC, Aust Dems, Greens, Labor

Aust Dems, Labor, Country Libs

Vote above
the line?

x No
v Yes
v Yes
x No

v Yes

ANALYSIS:

The ACT Senate
ballot consists of 8
different groups and 16
candidates.

The Northern Territory
ballot consists of 5
different groups and 11
candidates.

We recommend voters
considering voting
below the line if they
wish to vote for any
party listed in red. This
will allow them to direct
their vote away from
parties which are against
GLBTI equality.

The Greens are tipped to
upset the result in the ACT
ballot and may win a seat
off the Liberal Party, while
the NT ballot is expected
to be evenly split between
Labor and the Country
Liberal Party.

If you'd like to look at all
the preferences, you can
download all the Senate
Group Voting Tickets from
the AEC at:

www.aec.gov.au
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